
LIVING LANDSCAPES



LIVING LANDSCAPES VISION

“Whole landscapes that are being connected 
for both wildlife and people”



Living Landscapes

Background
• Conservation team, Essex Wildlife Trust -

Focussed conservation effort to achieve greater 
outcomes

• Map produced with 80 Living Landscape Areas 
• Essex Local Area Agreement Local Indicator 10.1

- Target to have 41 Vision Documents  
- 29 Vision Documents Completed to date





Living Landscapes

A vision document includes:
• Introduction
• The vision
• Objectives
• Wildlife targets
• People targets• People targets
• Local community targets
• Local economic targets
• Statement of ecological significance
• Ecosystem services
• Maps of -

Current position, Agri-environment schemes, Accessible 
Natural Greenspace and Long term vision



Living Landscapes

• Wildlife targets
• An increase in habitat, % of habitat in favourable condition, increase 

in population of specific species

• People targets
• Number of students engaged in formal and informal education

• Local community targets• Local community targets
• To increase the number of volunteers supporting practical 

conservation work parties, surveying
• Number of health walks, community events, wildlife gardens, 
• Improving public rights of ways access

• Local economic targets
• Support local industry, enable landowners to receive the benefit of 

management grants



Essex & Suffolk Water Reed Bed Restoration Project
(Wildlife Project)

Restore and recreate key habitats for wildlife



EWT Crowsheath Willow Dome
(People Project)

Engage students with environmental education  



Hanningfield Reserve Outdoor Classroom
(People and Economic project)

Environmental Education and Reserve Wood Products



Crowsheath Meadow Grazing
(Community Project)

Encourage the local community to use the land and to be proud of the
conservation and heritage value



Wildlife, People, Community and Economic 
Targets



Living Landscapes

Community involvement and working in 
partnerships is key to delivering the Living 
Landscape Vision.

The initiative is supported by statutory and non-
statutory authorities

But...
Loss of Performance Related Grant funding



Essex Wildlife Trust 
Leading areas:

• The Naze 74
• Colne Estuary 70
• Roman River Complex 

• Hadleigh and Daws 
Heath Complex 47

• Langdon Hills 30
68 and Abberton 
Reservoir 69

• Blackwater Estuary 54
• Hanningfield Reservoir 

& Woods 35

• Langdon Hills 30
• Mucking Grassland 

and Marshes 29
• Ingrebourne Valley 21





Thank you

Lucinda Butcher
Living Landscapes Coordinator

Essex Wildlife Trust


