DRAFT

Note of a Meeting of the Essex Rural Partnership

Economic  Group 

 Held at RCCE offices at 945am on 12th December  2006
 
PRESENT
Keith Blackburn                                              Suzanne Roast

Terry Taber                                                     Chris Allen
Keith Hughes                                                   Paul Williams

Phil Smith                                                         Pat Roberts
Dominic Petre
Apologies were received from Ed Gregory and Dianne Hardy.
Notes of last meeting 
The notes of the last meeting were agreed 
Progress with Action Plan

Advice to rural retailers
This project was definitely going into the IiC business plan as was the proposed pilot scheme in Maldon District to provide broadband access through pubs and other outlets. There was a lengthy discussion on various detailed aspects of the Maldon pilot scheme which may or may not be able to be taken into account in the design of that scheme.
Action: SR/DH
Presentations to EPOA
The presentations had been made. EPOA had agreed to set up a working group and we would need to keep a close eye on progress

Action KB
Rural Crime/Fear of Crime

As far could be ascertained, there had been no further developments with this.
Action KB to speak to Alan Dawkes 
Funding
The ‘soap box’ item for Richard Woolley for the Regional Rural Forum on funding pilot projects based on the experience with I DARE had been postponed until the March meeting of that Forum.
Action KB/EG/KH/RW
Social Enterprise
KB was continuing to work with some social enterprises which were being created by ECC Adult Social Care to improve work skills for people with learning disabilities although there was only limited connection to rural areas.
Action KB
Additional Action Plan items

Market towns

It was suggested that the Group try and encourage more Essex market towns to create market town partnerships so they could more readily access the funding available through EEDA and AMT. It was suggested that we arrange a half day event with Sally Williams from AMT with likely towns. 
Sustainable construction techniques seemed to be a possible, partly to address it from an economic viewpoint and also to work with the Environment Group. Again some sort of event might be a possibility. 
Before the Group goes much further it would be necessary to check with the Steering Group since Cllr Martin has a series of events that he wishes to have arranged in the early part of 2007.
The difficulties faced by migrant workers and the effects on services etc although not in the original Strategy might be a topic the Group should take forward

Action : It was agreed that KB would produce and circulate for comment a first draft of a paper for the main Partnership and Steering Group meetings at the end of January suggesting these further items.
AOB
Date of next meeting
The next meeting was arranged for February 6 at 230pm at Ingatestone Hall  

