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Essex Rural Partnership





STEERING GROUP

7th October 2011
Minutes of the Meeting

RCCE Offices, Feering, 10:00am
	Present
	Representing
	Orgn
	Initials

	Cllr John Jowers
	Chairman
	ECC
	JJ

	Nick Shuttleworth
	Facilitator
	RCCE
	NS

	Suzanne Harris
	CAG & EERF
	RCCE
	SH

	Daisy Martlew
	Minutes
	RCCE
	DM

	Philip Wilson
	EcAG
	ECC
	PhW

	Richard Woolley
	EERF
	RCCE
	RW

	Cllr Peter Chillingworth 
	ELG rep
	Colchester BC
	PC

	Cllr John Buchanan
	EERF
	EALC
	JBu

	Matt Searle
	EnvAG
	ECC
	MS

	Apologies
	
	
	

	Canon John Brown
	Vice Chair
	RCCE
	JB

	Joy Darby
	CAG 
	EALC
	JD

	Revd Julie Nelson
	EERF
	Church of England
	JN

	Cllr Peter Baggott
	EnvAG
	EALC
	PB

	Cllr Wendy Scattergood
	ELG rep
	Braintree DC
	WS

	Dominic Petre
	EcAG
	EET
	DP

	Cllr Mick Page
	EERF
	ECC
	MP


	1.
	Welcome and Introductions
Chairman Cllr. John Jowers welcomed all to the meeting.

1.1 Apologies 
Apologies were taken as read (see above for details).

	

	2.
	Minutes of the ERP Steering Group Meeting held on 24th November 2010
2.1 Accuracy
Agreed as accurate.
	

	
	2.2 Matters Arising
No matters arising.

	

	3.
	Strategic Developments
3.1 Essex Partnership
NS reported that the deadline for the consultation was in June. The ERP responded but no further meetings have been held or reports issued. 
JJ reported that the Essex Management Board had met earlier this week. There is some uncertainty around Locality Boards and the joining together of Districts; however Uttlesford, Harlow and Epping are joining together as the Western Alliance and Basildon is blending the LSP with the Renaissance Group, which JJ will be part of. The Partnership is in a reflective period.

JBu added that a document summarising the findings from the consultation had been circulated. Basildon has merged their LSP and has just published a revised draft of their Sustainable Communities Strategy.

3.2 Local Enterprise Partnerships
John Spence has been announced as the new Chair of the LEP, but has not yet commenced this role. ECC holds the secretariat although it is uncertain how permanent this is.

MS highlighted that two of the LEP’s priorities are rural economy and coastal regeneration, which link in to the ERP work very well. RW also felt that this was a real success.

JJ explained that the LEP should have porous boundaries with cross-boundary cooperation, and because Europe still recognises regions, the LEP is already considering this. PhW added that this is an advantage in securing funding as Europe is very keen on joint working between regions. 
3.3 Defra’s Rural and Farming Network
SH reported that the application for an Essex seat on the Network has gone in; Kent and East Sussex have also made applications. We are still waiting to hear, but at the beginning of September SH had a telephone interview with Defra and the feedback was very positive. SH and NS have also had positive feedback from Keith Harrison, Kent RCC, who got the impression that Essex’s application was very strong. A joint Kent/Essex seat looks likely, but has not been formalised yet. There are 10-20 seats available. No feedback on EERF’s expression of interest.

	

	4.

	ERP Full Meetings
4.1  Questions and aims for 20th October
SH explained that Jon Regan has agreed to present at the next full ERP meeting on the topic of food security. At the last Steering Group meeting it was agreed to meet again before the next full ERP meeting to agree the desired outcomes, with the underlying aim of informing Jon Regan about Essex. Therefore, we need to think about what questions we might want to put to him. RW agreed that the questions need to have a focus as the audience is likely to have different priorities.
PhW said he would be interested to know whether the presentation would take a local, national or global perspective, as from previous presentations it appeared to be a global issue.

PC would like to guage Jon Regan’s opinion on how local food production is progressing and discuss the impact of global warming and water resources.

NS suggested that we ask about the rural economy and coastal regeneration; how does the LEP see these issues being taken forward? How can our (ERP members) skills be utilised?
PhW felt that we need to decide on the message we want Jon Regan to go away thinking. We should also ask about his (and the LEP’s) approach to access to services and rural broadband. The ERP also has members on the LEP – Keith Brown. RW added that we should put together a pack of information about the ERP for Jon Regan to take away.
JJ added that we should ask Jon Regan what he sees as his role in the LEP.

It was agreed that the ERP brief Jon Regan on what questions may be raised about the LEP at the meeting. It was also agreed that the ERP establish a formal line of communication.
4.2 Full ERP Agenda Items List
SH explained that the meeting in January will focus on the localism bill. PhW suggested that Derek Stebbing, Chelmsford Borough Council, could give a presentation on the National Planning Policy Framework.

MS reported that Saffron Walden Town Council is advanced in producing a Neighbourhood Plan and suggested that they could also give a presentation. PC supports this idea – case studies are extremely useful.

JBu reported that the EALC have produced a 10 minute DVD showcasing the achievements of six Parish Councils and a resource pack with a CD and every document needed to set up a new Parish. He would be happy to present this at the January meeting or the one after. JJ was concerned that most new parishes are likely to be urban as there are not many rural unparished areas.

JJ suggested that a presentation on the results of the Rural Services Survey would be useful in giving the ERP a broad but clear picture of trends.

Embedded document below is an updated list of agenda items:
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JJ explained that Essex Insight is a very useful tool and worth looking at how the ERP could use it. Essex Insight collates lots of different data, which can be used to find specific information about an area and produce various maps. MS explained that Thundersley used it to promote a walking guide. http://www.essexinsight.org.uk/

	DM/SH
DM/SH



	5.
	Items to Report
5.1 Report from Community Action Group

SH reported that a few members of the Group had met with Great Saling Community Led Planning Group and found it a good opportunity to discuss issues directly face-to-face. JB also visited Stisted and the CAG are now very enthused about meeting other groups. Preliminary results of the Rural Services Survey were also discussed – unfortunately different parishes responded this time therefore it is important not to look at the results in too much detail. The report is now finished and will be published on the new ERP website, which is now live. Feedback on the new website is welcome.

5.2 Report from Economic Action Group
PhW reported that the group had not met since the last Steering Group meeting. A meeting was scheduled for September but Cllr Bentley was unable to attend, so the meeting has been postponed.

5.3 Report from Environment Action Group
The Group last met on 20th June and is due to meet next on 30th November. The Group felt that the Essex Biodiversity Project (presentation given at the last full ERP meeting) was an area they would like to develop. Sid Cooper has been asked to present on Woodfuel East at the next full ERP meeting. The Essex Woodland Strategy has been published and will be available online soon. Coastal change and use of redundant buildings were also discussed. It is our intention to hold a joint meeting with the Economic Action Group in the near future.

5.4 Update on East of England Rural Forum
SH reported that the EERF had not met since the last Steering Group meeting. The next meeting will be held in November.
PhW suggested that we collate the views of other partners on rural issues and geographic changes – write to them as a Steering group – and be seen as being proactive. RW could see the benefit of this but it is unclear where/who we take the issues to. 

	

	6.
	AOB

PhW requested a five minute slot at the full ERP meeting to give an update on broadband.

MS praised the ERP Monthly Bulletin.
8.1 Date of Next Meeting

20th October, 2:00pm (after the full ERP meeting in the morning)

	DM/SH

PhW


	
	The meeting concluded at 12:00pm
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Future agenda items for full ERP meetings

As proposed by delegates at full ERP meeting on 5th April 2011


Revised list by ERP Steering Group 7th October 2011

		· Localism Bill – Community Right to Buy, Build etc.

· Neighbourhood Planning – Presentation from Saffron Walden Town Council

		

		Jan meeting

Jan meeting



		· Extending parishes into un-parished areas – suggestion that EALC could give a presentation

		

		Jan meeting or one after



		· Sources of funding

		

		



		· How to improve communication (in light of the demise of LAA and area fora)

		

		



		· Presentations on successful community projects regarding service provision

		

		



		· Education, training and skills

		

		



		· Multi-use community assets

		

		



		· Access to services for the poor and disadvantaged - how to better use mobile services, examples of good practice, e.g. use of Churches for parish services

		

		



		· Rural Services Survey presentation focussing on a comparison between 2008 and 2010

		

		



		· The social opportunities and quality of village schools

		

		



		· Local entrepreneurship, with a focus on people moving out of London to start up businesses

		

		



		· The London 2012 Olympics – proposal to invite a representative from Epping Forest District to deliver a presentation

		

		



		· Changes to planning and the impact on the environment

· National Planning Policy Framework – presentation from Derek Stebbing, Chelmsford Borough Council

		

		Jan meeting



		· Debate over what constitutes rural and the countryside

		

		



		· The changing economic landscape for farming and the conflict between farming needs and social access to the countryside

		

		



		· Farmers and others working collectively to overcome the silo culture

		

		



		· Horticulture in West Essex

		

		



		· The impact of climate change on growth, linked to food security – proposal to invite Jon Regan to give a presentation on food security

		

		Jon Regan to present at Oct meeting



		· Woodfuel as a viable market in Essex

		

		Sid Cooper from Woodfuel East to present at Oct meeting





DM 07/10/2011





